8. BATTLE SHELTER 06-5SB-10

MOLOTOV LINE PILLBOXES

In the early programmes for the construction of fortified regions on the so-called Stalin Line, pillooxes were almost always designed individually, adapting
them to their location and function in the defence system. In 1938-1939, following the adoption of the new concept of fortified regions, a catalogue of typical
fortification constructions was created. This approach significantly increased the efficiency of the large-scale construction work carried out. Thus, when the
modernisation and construction of new fortified regions on the Stalin Line began in 1938-1939, pillboxes were built according to ready-made designs from
the construction catalogue.

The experience gained in 1938-1939 had a huge impact on the design and construction of the Molotov Line fortifications on the “new border”. The bunkers co-
vered each other with machine-gun and artillery fire (especially with the use of an increased number of flanking fire pillboxes - caponiers and half-caponiers),
and the strongpoints could theoretically defend against attacks from any direction and fight in encirclement.

A significant proportion of anti-tank guns were used, and the embrasures were
protected by modern armour.

COMBAT PILLBOX 06-SB-10

This machine gun pilloox for frontal fire, referred to according to Soviet fortifica -
tion terminology as PDOT (Russian: puliemiotnaya dolgovremiennaya ognievaya
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gnhed to combat advancing enemy infantry, and its location on a hillside provided
excellent visibility and impeded the enemy's approach. In the original Soviet pro-
ject for the construction of fortifications at the Stare Brusno strongpoint, pillbox
06-SB-10 was assigned the number ‘5308'.

It was built in the late summer or autumn of 1940. Due to delays in the delive-
ry of pillbox equipment, the armoured embrasures were installed after the con-
crete work had been completed (by standard they should have been incorporated
into the body of the pillbox before concreting), which can easily be seen from the
delamination of the concrete around the embrasures. Installation of the internal
equipment began in 1941.

In addition to the three machine gun systems, it was designed to accommoda
te other elements necessary for effective combat and long-term garrison living:
periscope, communication equipment, power generator, ventilation and air filtra -
tion systems, ammunition storage, garrison rest room, water supply system,
toilet. The rooms were airtight with special valves and gas-tight doors.

The structure of the pillbox was designed to withstand direct hits from 210mm
calibre artillery shells. Since a direct hit from a long distance on the embrasure,
using heavy artillery, was very unlikely, the assumed strength parameters of the
shelter were sufficient for the battlefield of the time.
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mandant of the 6th Fortified Region. According to archival documents, the company's command post
was Iin pillbox 06-SB-10, at which this information board is placed. The planned special command
shelter was never built.

The Wehrmacht IV Army Corps (IV AK) was advancing on the right flank of the 6th Rawa-Ruske
Fortiflied Region, while the 295th Infantry Division (hereafter: 295th ID) operated in the vicinity of
Nowy Brusno and Stare Brusno.

According to German reports, the Soviets put up fierce resistance and the attackers were initiall
unable to break through the defence line. To deal with the fortifications, 295th ID asked the IV AK
command for the assistance of an assault detachment of sappers, but even they were unable to a
proach the fortifications due to heavy shelling. 88mm anti-aircraft gun support (with armour pier-
cing shells) was called in to help. The artillery reached Stare Brusno in the evening, so due to falling
darkness the attack was postponed until the next day. On 23 June 1941, at 6:45 a.m., the division
command reported that the 88mm guns with armour piercing shells brought in were unable to deal
with the pillboxes and another battery of anti-aircraft artillery was needed. The surprised IV Corps
command reported to the 17th Army that “the enemy shelters on Wielki Dzial, Stary Brusno and Hill
390 (Goraje Hill) are very modern and offer strong resistance”.

It was not until the evening of 23 June 1941 that the 295th ID command reported that most of
the pillboxes in Stare Brusno had been neutralised after heavy anti-aircraft gunfire, and that those
still resisting would be eliminated the following morning. The last report on this subject Is dated
8:47 a.m. on 24 June 1941: “The fortifications in Stare Brusno are very modern, well-built and the
members of their garrisons were students at the Moscow officer school”.

Most of the battle damage to the pillboxes at Stare Brusno strongpoint was repaired by the Pe-

ople's Army of Poland probably around 1953. Today, traces of the fighting are still visible on one of
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the embrasures of pillbox 06-SB-10.




