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: ent,-‘of water) Typ1cal sites where ash- alder r1par1an forests occur include the ﬂoors of smaller river
__lleys and stream corridors. _ | |
ﬁ-"-e tree stand of an ash-alder r1par1an forest is composed pr1mar1ly of the black alder (Alnus glut1nosa) accompamed
by the European ash (Fraxmus excelsior). The understorey and lower tree layer are usually dom1nated by the bird cherry
(Prunus padus) Add1t1onal tree species that may appear include the Norway maple (Acer platano1des) the sycamore
maple (Acer pseudoplatanus) and the European hornbeam (Carpinus betulus). The shrub layer is formed by hazel
'_'i_"_(Corylus avellana), European sp1ndle (FEuonymus europaeus), guelder rose (Viburnum opulus), elder (Sambucus n1gra)
:__ .".blackcurrant (Rlbes nigrum), and redcurrant (Ribes rubrum) The lush groundcover includes st1ng1ng nettle (Urtica
.;‘d1o1ca) common 1mpat1ens (Impat1ens noli-tangere), ground elder (Aegopodium podagraria), Enchanter’s n1ghtshade

- (C1rcaea lutet1ana) yellow archangel (Lam1um galeobdolon), hedge woundwort (Stachys sylvatica), wood st1tchwort

- (Stellaria nemorum), alternate-leaved golden-saxifrage (Chrysosplenium alternifolium), lady fern (Athyrium filix-femina),

?f__".'-wood avens (Geum urbanum) , water avens (Geum rivale), as well as marsh marigold (Caltha palustris) and bittercress
| (Cardamine amara). |

Ash-alder r1par1an forests occur relat1vely commonly throughout Poland, except in mounta1n reg1ons On a nationwide

: scale, they are the most frequently encountered type of riparian woodland.

. R1par1an forests also play a key role in shap1ng the habitats of streams flowing through them. ForinstanCe the riverside
~woodland typ1cally determ1nes the degree of stream shading, the presence of dead wood in the watercourse, and the

presence of cavities and hollows beneath the roots of riverside trees. It also influences the supply of organic matter

"_(such as alder leaves) and thus affects the biogeochemistry of the stream. All these factors shape the habitats of, for

2 example, the weatherfish (Misgurnus fossilis), the bullhead (Cottus gobio, sometimes referred to as the white-finned

_' bullhead in Polish conteXtS) or various lampreys

R1par1an woodlands are also part of the beaver’s hab1tat Beaver dams can greatly impact r1par1an ecosystems, locally

caus1ng waterloggmg, alder swamp format1on or even destruction of the woodland However, in comparison to the

_overall range of r1par1an forests in Poland the spat1al scale of such changes is m1n1mal and should not be cons1dered

- threat to th1s hab1tat type. __ | .
: _"The ash- alder riparian forest is one of the hab1tat types of Community interest requiring protect1on under the
'des1gnat10n of Natura 2000 s1tes It falls w1th1n the group of hab1tats with code 91EO Riparian mixed forests of
'W1llow poplar, alder, and ash. The ash-alder r1par1an forest is furthermore a pr1or1ty hab1tat meaning it is cons1dered

""reatened w1th disappearance across the territory of the European Un1on Member States.
iled on the bas1s of “Lasy i bory Poradn1k1 ochrony siedlisk i gatunkow Natura 2000 — podreczmk metodyczny Tom 5.” [“Forests
oodlands Manuals for the Protect1on of Habltats and Spec1es under Natura 2000 A l\/lethodolog1cal Handbook. Volume 5 ¥
vork ed1ted by Professor Jacek I—Ierb1ch Warsaw 2004) ‘ it ' |
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